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describe a vista or depict a character or tell a tale. And yet 
many will enjoy the very names upon the page. The thrifty 
publishers, we note, who inaugnrated the series of " Little Novels 
of Famous Cities " with a tale about Perugia, have used here a 
page bordering for a book on Siena set with the griffin of Peru- 
gia. It is all rags and tags of a velvet gown, a kind of gilt 
gingerbread cock-horse. 



LANGUAGE. 
When the odium theologicum had spent its fury, and the last 
dissentient had been burnt at the stake with appropriate solemni- 
ties, the odium litterarium had remained to continue the sacred 
tradition. But this has now received what we fear may be a 
fatal blow from the serenity and benignity — if these can deal 
a blow; it does not seem, as though thry could — of Professor 
Lounsbury's charming essays on " English Spelling and Spelling 
Eeform."* The whole book containing them is interpenetrated 
with a sweetness and light which must be temperamental, which 
must be an effect of what the Swedenborgians call natural good, 
and which could not have been acquired by the most eager and 
earnest spiritual striving for righteousness. To any one so thor- 
oughly persuaded of the common sense and common honesty of 
the simplified spelling, the author's smiling reasons, his pleasing 
ironies, in its favor are absolutely unanswerable, and we should 
think the wickedest opponent of it would be convinced, and 
would set about enrolling himself among the blest, with eyes 
fixt upon the fonetic goal, and feet pressing thru the quicksands 
of superstition to the stedfast shores of the promist land. The 
sentimentality, the arrogance, the ignorance which have joined 
to fasten the chains of an insane orthography upon us, and to in- 
carcerate our hapless English parlance in a bedlam where the 
lunatics are in power and the doctors and keepers are in strait- 
jackets, are all disposed of with a laughing ease that the lunatics 
themselves ought to enjoy. Never before was so much learning 
joined to so much loving-kindness in the treatment of the ridicu- 
lous pretenders to sanity in these conditions. Professor Louns- 
bury cannot dispose of all their " arguments," but he disposes of 

* " English Spelling and Spelling Reform." By Thomas R. Lounsbury, 
LL.D., Emeritus Professor of English in Yale University. New York 
and London: Harper & Brothers. 
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enough to keep his reader constant!}' amused from that of the 
good Boswell, who wished to keep the h in havock and puh- 
liek, "as a mark of their Saxon original," though there was 
never any Te in the Anglo-Saxon alphabet, down to the latest news- 
paper pundit who has insulted the good-will and superior in- 
telligence of the simplified spellers in behalf of the participial ed, 
spelt by the best poets and printers centuries ago with a t. 

The study of English orthography is indeed a gay science in 
the handling of Professor Lounsbury. The most difficult digraph, 
the most reluctant diphthong, is made to yield a sweetness to this 
scholar's genial mood; and all those awful questions of the u 
in honor and labor, of the movement of vowel sounds, of the 
vowels themselves, of the objections to change in the orthography 
which has never been constant to itself for ten days together, and 
which it is the duty of every good citizen and every innocent 
child to join in destroying, are treated with a luminous patience 
past the utmost merit of the least guilty of its champions. The 
whole book is so delightful ; it so abounds in the friendliest humor, 
the most courteous instruction; its erudition is so well mannered, 
its wisdom is so forbearing yet so persuasive, that we wish it 
could be in the hands of every man, woman and child in the 
country. It is, perhaps, too mad to hope that the week or month 
will ever come when it shall be quoted among the best-selling 
books by the " literary " and " critical " periodicals ; but if that 
week or month ever came, it would be of bright omen for a 
language now languishing under the vilest wrongs ever inflicted 
upon an innocent speech. We seek in vain among the customs of 
savage or barbarous peoples for a parallel of the grotesque mis- 
usages of English orthography. Nose-rings, foot-binding, tight 
lacing, razor-pointed shoes, tattooing, all these are emblematic 
of an advance in civilization far beyond that marked by our 
long-established, often disestablished, never re-establish-^l, spelling. 



